[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, The Bemidji Community values the health and safety of all our citizens and;
WHEREAS, substance abuse is particularly damaging to one of our most valuable resources, our youth and young adults, and a contributing factor in the three leading causes of death for teenagers – accidents,  suicides and homicides; and;
WHEREAS, Total government spending that can be linked to alcohol alone is an estimated $149.2 billion.
WHEREAS, it is the goal of the Bemidji Area Prevention Alliance to work collaboratively by integrating and aligning resources to help make our community safer and healthier; and;
WHEREAS, prevention efforts will be focused across six substance abuse prevention domains: individual, family, peer, school, community and environment to increase protective factors and reduce risk factors; and;
WHEREAS, the Bemidji Area Prevention Alliance invites all those interested and committed to prevention and recovery to join in efforts to prevent and reduce substance abuse and its companion issues of violence, suicide, bullying and school drop-out.
WHEREAS, to help achieve this goal, the Bemidji Area Prevention Alliance joins with the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration to recognize September as National Recovery Month:  Prevention Works, Treatment is Effective, People Recover
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, I, David Larson, Mayor of Bemidji do hereby designate September 2011 as
Prevention and Recovery Month 
In Bemidji and encourage all citizens to join in this worthy observance.






